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The future of Islamic education in Europe is increasingly shaped by demographic 

transformation, cultural diversity, digitalization, globalization, and evolving educational 

expectations. This study aims to examine the major challenges, opportunities, and 

emerging paradigms influencing the development of Islamic education across 

contemporary European societies. The research employs a qualitative library research 

approach through a systematic review and thematic analysis of scholarly literature 

including peer-reviewed journal articles, academic books, policy documents, and 

international reports. The findings reveal that Islamic education is undergoing a significant 

transition from identity-preservation models toward more integrative approaches 

emphasizing citizenship education, intercultural competence, digital literacy, ethical 

development, sustainability, and human centered learning. The study further identifies 

digital transformation, artificial intelligence, curriculum innovation, teacher 

professionalization, and social cohesion as key factors shaping future educational 

development. The novelty of the research lies in the development of the European Islamic 

Education Transformation Framework (EIETF), which synthesizes Islamic educational 

philosophy, citizenship education, intercultural learning, digital pedagogy, artificial 

intelligence, and human-centered education into a comprehensive model for educational 

transformation. The study concludes that Islamic education possesses substantial 

intellectual, ethical, and pedagogical resources for contributing to inclusive, democratic, 

and technologically advanced European societies while preserving its distinctive 

educational identity 
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Introduction 

The landscape of education in Europe is undergoing profound transformation due to 

globalization, migration, digitalization, demographic change, and increasing cultural 

diversity. Educational institutions are expected not only to transmit knowledge but also to 

promote social cohesion, intercultural understanding, and democratic citizenship. Within this 

evolving context, Islamic education has emerged as an important area of scholarly, political, 

and educational discussion. The growing presence of Muslim communities across Europe has 

intensified debates concerning the role of religion in public education, identity formation, 

social integration, and citizenship development. These debates have become particularly 

significant as European societies seek to balance religious pluralism with shared civic values. 

Consequently, the future of Islamic education in Europe represents a critical subject for both 

educational theory and policy development (Jackson, 2022; Berglund, 2023). 
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Islamic education in Europe has developed within unique historical, political, and 

social circumstances. Unlike many Muslim-majority societies where Islamic education 

evolved as a dominant educational tradition, Islamic education in Europe functions primarily 

within minority contexts. Muslim communities have established a wide range of educational 

institutions, including mosque-based programs, supplementary religious schools, private 

Islamic schools, and university-level Islamic studies programs. These institutions vary 

considerably in their objectives, pedagogical approaches, and relationships with national 

education systems. Despite this diversity, they share common concerns regarding religious 

identity, educational quality, and social participation. Understanding these dynamics is 

essential for examining future developments in Islamic education across Europe (Moulin-

Stożek & Woodhead, 2021; Meer, 2022). 

The demographic growth of Muslim populations has significantly influenced 

educational discussions throughout Europe. Recent demographic studies indicate that Islam 

has become one of the largest religious traditions in many European countries. As Muslim 

communities become increasingly diverse and institutionally established, educational 

demands have also evolved. Families often seek educational models that combine religious 

formation with academic excellence and social integration. Educational institutions are 

therefore required to address multiple expectations simultaneously, including religious 

literacy, civic competence, intercultural engagement, and professional preparation. These 

changing expectations have contributed to growing interest in innovative approaches to 

Islamic education (Pew Research Center, 2022; Berglund, 2023). 

One of the central challenges facing Islamic education in Europe concerns the 

question of identity formation. Muslim youth frequently navigate multiple cultural, religious, 

linguistic, and national identities within complex social environments. Educational 

institutions play a crucial role in supporting learners as they develop coherent and positive 

identities. Research suggests that educational environments that encourage critical reflection, 

intercultural dialogue, and inclusive citizenship can contribute positively to identity 

development. Conversely, educational approaches that emphasize isolation or exclusivity 

may limit students’ ability to engage constructively with diverse societies. Consequently, 

identity formation remains a central concern for the future of Islamic education in Europe 

(Franceschelli & O’Brien, 2022; Gearon, 2023). 

The increasing secularization of many European societies has also created important 

challenges for religious education. Secular educational frameworks often emphasize 
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neutrality, pluralism, and individual autonomy, while religious traditions maintain 

commitments to specific beliefs and values. Islamic educational institutions must therefore 

navigate complex relationships between religious commitments and secular public 

environments. Scholars argue that successful educational models require constructive 

engagement rather than confrontation between religious and secular perspectives. Such 

engagement can foster mutual understanding while allowing Islamic education to contribute 

positively to broader educational goals. This challenge remains one of the most significant 

issues shaping the future development of Islamic education in Europe (Jackson, 2022; 

Berglund, 2023). 

Another major factor influencing Islamic education is the rapid expansion of digital 

technologies. Digital learning environments, artificial intelligence, social media, and online 

educational platforms have transformed how knowledge is produced, accessed, and shared. 

Muslim youth increasingly encounter religious knowledge through digital channels that 

extend far beyond traditional educational institutions. These developments create new 

opportunities for educational innovation but also raise concerns regarding information 

quality, religious authority, and digital literacy. Educational institutions must therefore 

reconsider traditional pedagogical models in response to evolving digital realities. The 

integration of digital competencies into Islamic education has become an increasingly 

important priority (UNESCO, 2023; Selwyn, 2024). 

The emergence of artificial intelligence presents additional opportunities and 

challenges for Islamic educational institutions. AI technologies have the potential to support 

personalized learning, language acquisition, curriculum development, and educational 

accessibility. At the same time, concerns exist regarding ethical implications, algorithmic 

bias, privacy protection, and the preservation of human-centered educational values. Islamic 

educational philosophy emphasizes moral development, ethical responsibility, and human 

flourishing, all of which remain highly relevant in discussions concerning educational 

technology. Consequently, the future of Islamic education in Europe will likely depend on the 

ability of institutions to integrate technological innovation within ethically grounded 

educational frameworks (Holmes et al., 2022; UNESCO, 2023). 

Contemporary educational research increasingly emphasizes the importance of 

twenty-first-century competencies. Skills such as critical thinking, creativity, communication, 

collaboration, and digital literacy are widely recognized as essential for success in modern 

societies. Islamic educational institutions face the challenge of incorporating these 
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competencies while maintaining fidelity to religious and ethical traditions. Recent scholarship 

suggests that many twenty-first-century skills are compatible with Islamic educational 

objectives because both emphasize intellectual engagement, lifelong learning, and 

responsible action. This compatibility provides opportunities for educational renewal and 

innovation. Consequently, the integration of contemporary competencies represents an 

important dimension of future educational development (OECD, 2023; Tan, 2023). 

The role of Islamic schools in promoting social cohesion has received increasing 

scholarly attention. Public debates often focus on concerns regarding segregation, integration, 

and cultural difference. However, empirical studies indicate that many Islamic schools 

actively promote civic engagement, intercultural understanding, and democratic participation. 

Such institutions frequently seek to cultivate both strong religious identities and active 

citizenship. This dual commitment challenges simplistic assumptions that religious education 

necessarily conflicts with social integration. Understanding how Islamic schools contribute to 

social cohesion is therefore essential for evaluating their future role within European 

educational systems (Moulin-Stożek, 2023; Meer, 2022). 

Teacher education represents another critical area shaping the future of Islamic 

education. The effectiveness of educational reform depends significantly on the preparation 

and professional competence of educators. Islamic education teachers in Europe often operate 

within multicultural and multilingual environments that require specialized pedagogical 

knowledge. They must address religious literacy, intercultural dialogue, citizenship 

education, and digital learning simultaneously. Consequently, teacher preparation programs 

increasingly emphasize interdisciplinary competencies and reflective professional practice. 

Strengthening teacher education will therefore be central to future pedagogical transformation 

(Berglund, 2023; Gearon, 2023). 

Curriculum development remains a major challenge across Islamic educational 

contexts in Europe. Educational leaders frequently seek curricula that balance religious 

knowledge with contemporary academic subjects and civic learning. The integration of 

ethical reasoning, critical thinking, digital literacy, and intercultural competence has become 

increasingly important. Furthermore, curriculum developers must ensure that educational 

content remains relevant to the lived experiences of Muslim youth in contemporary Europe. 

Such efforts require ongoing dialogue among educators, policymakers, scholars, and 

community stakeholders. Consequently, curriculum innovation constitutes a key area of 

future development (Tan, 2023; Jackson, 2022). 
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The growing emphasis on intercultural education has important implications for 

Islamic educational institutions. European societies are characterized by increasing cultural, 

ethnic, and religious diversity. Educational systems therefore play a vital role in promoting 

mutual understanding and peaceful coexistence. Islamic educational traditions contain 

significant resources for supporting intercultural dialogue through concepts such as justice, 

compassion, human dignity, and social responsibility. These values can contribute positively 

to broader societal efforts aimed at fostering inclusion and social cohesion. Therefore, 

intercultural education is likely to become an increasingly significant component of Islamic 

educational practice in Europe (Merry, 2022; Berglund, 2023). 

Recent scholarship has also highlighted the importance of student voice and learner-

centered pedagogy. Traditional educational models often position students as passive 

recipients of knowledge, whereas contemporary approaches emphasize participation, inquiry, 

and collaboration. Research indicates that learner-centered pedagogies can improve 

engagement, motivation, and educational outcomes. Islamic educational traditions similarly 

include practices of dialogue, consultation, and reflective learning. These convergences 

create opportunities for innovative pedagogical approaches that remain grounded in Islamic 

educational philosophy while responding to contemporary educational expectations. Such 

developments are likely to shape future educational reforms (Biesta, 2022; Memon, 2021). 

The concept of human-centered education has gained increasing prominence within 

educational discourse. In response to concerns regarding technological disruption and 

instrumental approaches to learning, scholars emphasize the importance of holistic human 

development. Human-centered education seeks to cultivate intellectual, emotional, ethical, 

and social capacities rather than focusing exclusively on measurable academic outcomes. 

Islamic educational philosophy shares many of these objectives through its emphasis on 

character formation, moral development, and human flourishing. Consequently, human-

centered educational approaches provide valuable theoretical foundations for future Islamic 

pedagogical innovation (Biesta, 2022; OECD, 2023). 

The future of Islamic higher education in Europe also warrants attention. Universities 

increasingly offer programs in Islamic theology, Islamic studies, chaplaincy training, and 

religious education. These developments reflect broader efforts to institutionalize Islamic 

scholarship within European academic contexts. Such programs contribute to the professional 

development of educators, religious leaders, and researchers while promoting academic 

engagement with Islamic intellectual traditions. The continued expansion of Islamic higher 
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education may significantly influence future educational leadership and curriculum 

development. Therefore, higher education institutions represent important actors within the 

evolving landscape of Islamic education (Schmid, 2022; Berglund, 2023). 

Despite significant progress, numerous challenges remain. Issues related to funding, 

public perception, policy regulation, teacher recruitment, curriculum development, and 

institutional legitimacy continue to affect Islamic educational institutions. Furthermore, 

political debates concerning migration, secularism, and national identity frequently influence 

public discussions about Islamic education. These challenges require thoughtful and 

evidence-based responses from educators, policymakers, and community leaders. Addressing 

such issues effectively will be crucial for ensuring the long-term sustainability and 

effectiveness of Islamic education in Europe (Meer, 2022; Jackson, 2022). 

Although a growing body of research has examined Islamic education in Europe, 

important gaps remain within the literature. Many studies focus on specific national contexts, 

policy debates, or institutional experiences without developing broader conceptual 

frameworks for understanding future educational developments. Relatively limited attention 

has been devoted to examining how technological innovation, demographic change, 

intercultural education, citizenship development, and Islamic educational philosophy interact 

to shape emerging educational paradigms. Consequently, there is a need for integrative 

scholarship capable of synthesizing these diverse dimensions into a coherent analytical 

framework (Berglund, 2023; Tan, 2023). 

Against this background, the present study seeks to explore the future of Islamic 

education in Europe by examining its major challenges, opportunities, and emerging 

paradigms. Specifically, the study analyzes contemporary developments affecting Islamic 

educational institutions and proposes an integrative framework for understanding future 

educational transformation. The novelty of the study lies in its synthesis of Islamic 

educational philosophy, European educational policy, digital transformation, intercultural 

education, and human-centered learning into a comprehensive model for future development. 

Through this approach, the study contributes to ongoing discussions concerning how Islamic 

education can remain relevant, inclusive, and transformative within increasingly diverse and 

rapidly changing European societies. 

Theoretical Framework 
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The study of Islamic education in Europe requires a multidimensional theoretical 

framework capable of addressing the complex interactions among religion, education, 

citizenship, identity, globalization, and technological change. Islamic education in 

contemporary Europe cannot be understood solely through theological or pedagogical 

perspectives because it operates within broader social, political, and cultural contexts. The 

increasing diversity of European societies has transformed educational institutions into 

important sites of identity formation, intercultural dialogue, and civic participation. 

Consequently, theoretical approaches to Islamic education must consider both internal 

educational objectives and external societal dynamics. Recent scholarship emphasizes that 

Islamic education in Europe should be analyzed as a dynamic and evolving phenomenon 

rather than a static religious institution. Such a perspective provides a useful foundation for 

examining future educational developments (Berglund, 2023; Jackson, 2022). 

A central theoretical foundation of this study is Islamic educational philosophy. 

Classical Islamic educational thought conceptualizes education as a holistic process aimed at 

developing intellectual, spiritual, ethical, emotional, and social dimensions of human life. 

Foundational concepts such as ta‘lim (knowledge transmission), tarbiyah (holistic nurturing), 

and ta’dib (ethical formation) have long guided educational practices across Muslim 

societies. Contemporary scholars argue that these concepts remain highly relevant because 

they emphasize balanced human development rather than narrow academic achievement. In 

increasingly complex and technologically driven societies, holistic educational approaches 

have become more important than ever. Therefore, Islamic educational philosophy provides 

an essential framework for understanding future educational transformation in Europe 

(Memon, 2021; Halstead, 2022). 

The concept of ta‘lim occupies a particularly significant place within Islamic 

pedagogy. Traditionally, ta‘lim emphasizes the acquisition, transmission, and application of 

knowledge. However, contemporary interpretations increasingly highlight its relationship 

with critical inquiry, intellectual curiosity, and lifelong learning. In modern educational 

contexts, learners require not only access to information but also the ability to evaluate, 

interpret, and apply knowledge critically. This emphasis aligns closely with contemporary 

theories of twenty-first-century learning. Consequently, ta‘lim can serve as a bridge between 

classical Islamic educational traditions and contemporary educational expectations in Europe 

(Tan, 2023; Sahin, 2020). 
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The concept of tarbiyah extends educational objectives beyond cognitive 

development by emphasizing holistic human growth. Within Islamic educational thought, 

learners are viewed as multidimensional individuals whose intellectual, emotional, social, and 

spiritual capacities develop in interconnected ways. Contemporary educational theories 

similarly emphasize the importance of social-emotional learning, well-being, resilience, and 

human flourishing. Research increasingly demonstrates that educational success cannot be 

measured solely through academic performance. As a result, tarbiyah offers valuable 

theoretical insights for designing educational models that address the broader developmental 

needs of Muslim youth in Europe (Biesta, 2022; OECD, 2023). 

The principle of ta’dib provides another critical theoretical foundation. Ta’dib refers 

to ethical cultivation, character formation, and the development of proper conduct. 

Contemporary societies face numerous ethical challenges related to digital communication, 

social media, misinformation, discrimination, and civic responsibility. Educational 

institutions are therefore expected to contribute to ethical development alongside academic 

achievement. Scholars argue that ta’dib remains highly relevant because it emphasizes moral 

responsibility, respect for others, justice, and accountability. These values are particularly 

important for preparing Muslim youth to participate constructively in pluralistic European 

societies (Halstead, 2022; Memon, 2021). 

Another important theoretical perspective is the theory of identity formation. Identity 

has become a central concern within studies of Islamic education in Europe because Muslim 

youth frequently navigate multiple cultural, religious, national, and linguistic affiliations. 

Contemporary identity theories emphasize that identities are dynamic, negotiated, and 

socially constructed rather than fixed and predetermined. Educational institutions play a 

significant role in supporting learners as they develop coherent and positive identities. 

Research suggests that educational environments promoting critical reflection, dialogue, and 

inclusion contribute positively to identity development. Therefore, identity theory provides an 

important lens for understanding the future role of Islamic education within multicultural 

societies (Franceschelli & O’Brien, 2022; Gearon, 2023). 

Citizenship education constitutes another significant theoretical foundation. 

Contemporary European educational systems increasingly emphasize democratic 

participation, civic engagement, social responsibility, and intercultural understanding. 

Citizenship education seeks to prepare learners to participate actively and responsibly within 

democratic societies. Scholars argue that Islamic education can contribute positively to 
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citizenship education by promoting ethical responsibility, justice, compassion, and 

community engagement. Recent studies demonstrate that many Islamic schools actively 

integrate citizenship objectives into their educational programs. Consequently, Islamic 

education and citizenship education should not be viewed as competing educational projects 

but as potentially complementary frameworks (Meer, 2022; Jackson, 2022). 

The theory of intercultural education is also highly relevant to understanding Islamic 

education in Europe. Intercultural education seeks to foster mutual understanding, dialogue, 

and cooperation among individuals from diverse cultural and religious backgrounds. Given 

the increasing diversity of European societies, educational institutions are expected to 

cultivate intercultural competence and social cohesion. Islamic educational traditions contain 

important resources that support intercultural engagement, including principles of justice, 

human dignity, compassion, and respect for diversity. Contemporary scholars therefore argue 

that Islamic education can make meaningful contributions to intercultural educational 

initiatives. This perspective is particularly important for addressing social polarization and 

promoting inclusion (Merry, 2022; Berglund, 2023). 

The theory of social integration provides additional insights into the role of Islamic 

education in contemporary Europe. Public debates often raise concerns regarding whether 

religious schools facilitate or hinder social integration. However, empirical research 

increasingly challenges simplistic assumptions about religious education and segregation. 

Studies indicate that many Islamic educational institutions actively promote civic 

participation, intercultural dialogue, and social responsibility. Social integration theory 

suggests that educational institutions can support inclusion by helping learners develop both 

strong identities and meaningful connections to broader society. Therefore, Islamic education 

can be understood as a potential contributor to social cohesion rather than an obstacle to 

integration (Meer, 2022; Moulin-Stożek, 2023). 

Twenty-first-century learning theory constitutes another important component of the 

present framework. Contemporary educational discourse emphasizes competencies such as 

critical thinking, creativity, communication, collaboration, and digital literacy. These 

competencies are considered essential for success in increasingly complex and interconnected 

societies. Educational institutions across Europe are under pressure to incorporate these skills 

into curricula and teaching practices. Research suggests that Islamic educational institutions 

are increasingly adopting pedagogical innovations designed to cultivate such competencies. 
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Consequently, twenty-first-century learning theory offers valuable insights into future 

educational transformation (OECD, 2023; Voogt et al., 2021). 

Digital pedagogy has emerged as one of the most influential educational paradigms of 

the contemporary era. The expansion of digital technologies has fundamentally altered 

teaching, learning, and knowledge production. Educational institutions increasingly utilize 

online learning platforms, digital resources, artificial intelligence, and virtual learning 

environments. These developments have significant implications for Islamic education 

because religious knowledge is now accessed through diverse digital channels. Research 

indicates that digital literacy is becoming an essential competency for both educators and 

learners. Therefore, digital pedagogy provides a critical framework for understanding 

emerging educational opportunities and challenges (Selwyn, 2024; UNESCO, 2023). 

The growing influence of artificial intelligence further expands discussions 

concerning educational transformation. AI technologies offer opportunities for personalized 

learning, adaptive assessment, language learning, and educational accessibility. However, 

they also raise concerns regarding ethics, privacy, algorithmic bias, and human agency. 

Human-centered educational theories emphasize that technology should support rather than 

replace human relationships and educational values. Islamic educational philosophy similarly 

prioritizes ethical development, human dignity, and moral responsibility. Consequently, the 

integration of AI into Islamic education must be guided by human-centered and value-based 

principles (Holmes et al., 2022; UNESCO, 2023). 

Human-centered education has become increasingly influential within contemporary 

educational theory. This approach emphasizes holistic human development rather than purely 

instrumental educational outcomes. Educational success is understood in terms of intellectual 

growth, ethical maturity, social responsibility, emotional well-being, and personal fulfillment. 

Scholars argue that human-centered education is particularly important in an age 

characterized by automation and technological disruption. Islamic educational philosophy 

shares many of these priorities, making human-centered education a useful theoretical 

framework for future pedagogical development. Such convergence creates opportunities for 

innovative educational models that remain rooted in Islamic values (Biesta, 2022; OECD, 

2023). 

Recent empirical research has examined the evolving role of Islamic schools across 

Europe. Moulin-Stożek (2023) found that many Islamic schools increasingly emphasize 

citizenship education, intercultural engagement, and academic excellence alongside religious 
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formation. These institutions seek to prepare students for participation in pluralistic societies 

while maintaining strong ethical and religious foundations. Similarly, Berglund (2023) 

reported that Islamic educational institutions are increasingly adopting innovative 

pedagogical approaches, including digital learning and learner-centered instruction. These 

findings suggest that Islamic education is becoming more responsive to contemporary 

educational demands while retaining its distinctive identity. Such developments provide 

important evidence for understanding future educational trajectories. 

Other studies have explored the experiences of Muslim youth within European 

educational contexts. Franceschelli and O’Brien (2022) found that educational environments 

significantly influence how young Muslims negotiate questions of identity, belonging, and 

citizenship. Their research demonstrated that inclusive educational practices contribute 

positively to confidence, engagement, and social participation. Meanwhile, studies on 

intercultural education highlight the importance of dialogue and mutual understanding in 

reducing prejudice and strengthening social cohesion. These findings reinforce arguments 

that Islamic education can play a constructive role within diverse European societies. 

Therefore, future educational models should prioritize inclusion, participation, and 

intercultural competence (Franceschelli & O’Brien, 2022; Merry, 2022). 

Research concerning digital transformation in religious education has also expanded 

considerably in recent years. Studies indicate that digital technologies create new 

opportunities for educational accessibility, flexibility, and innovation. However, scholars 

caution that technological adoption must be accompanied by ethical reflection and 

pedagogical planning. Islamic educational institutions increasingly utilize online learning 

platforms, digital resources, and social media to engage learners. Nevertheless, challenges 

remain regarding digital literacy, information quality, and the preservation of meaningful 

educational relationships. These findings highlight the need for balanced approaches to 

technological integration (Selwyn, 2024; UNESCO, 2023). 

Despite growing scholarship, important gaps remain within the literature. Existing 

studies often examine identity formation, citizenship education, digital transformation, 

intercultural learning, or Islamic pedagogy as separate fields of inquiry. Relatively few 

studies have developed comprehensive frameworks that integrate these dimensions into a 

unified understanding of the future of Islamic education in Europe. Furthermore, limited 

attention has been devoted to examining how emerging technologies, demographic change, 

educational innovation, and Islamic educational philosophy collectively shape future 
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educational paradigms. The present study seeks to address this gap by proposing an 

integrative framework that synthesizes these diverse perspectives. The novelty of this 

framework lies in its effort to connect Islamic educational traditions with contemporary 

European educational realities, thereby providing a comprehensive model for understanding 

future developments in Islamic education across Europe. 

Methodology 

This study employed a qualitative library research approach to examine the future of 

Islamic education in Europe, with particular attention to its challenges, opportunities, and 

emerging paradigms. Library research is an appropriate methodological approach for 

investigating complex educational phenomena that require conceptual synthesis, theoretical 

interpretation, and critical analysis of existing scholarly literature. Unlike empirical field 

studies that rely primarily on interviews, observations, or surveys, library research focuses on 

systematically collecting, evaluating, and synthesizing knowledge from published academic 

sources. Given the broad and interdisciplinary nature of the topic, which encompasses Islamic 

education, European educational policy, citizenship, digital transformation, intercultural 

education, and educational innovation, a library-based approach provided an effective 

framework for developing comprehensive theoretical insights. Furthermore, this methodology 

allowed the study to identify emerging trends and conceptual developments that transcend 

specific national contexts. Consequently, library research was considered the most suitable 

method for addressing the objectives of this study (Snyder, 2019; Booth et al., 2021). 

The study adopted a systematic literature review strategy to ensure methodological 

rigor, transparency, and analytical consistency throughout the research process. A systematic 

review differs from a traditional narrative review because it follows explicit procedures for 

identifying, selecting, evaluating, and synthesizing relevant literature. Such procedures help 

minimize researcher bias and strengthen the reliability of conclusions. In this study, the 

review process was guided by clearly defined research questions concerning the future 

development of Islamic education in Europe, the challenges faced by Islamic educational 

institutions, emerging opportunities, and the pedagogical paradigms shaping future 

educational transformation. The systematic review framework enabled the identification of 

recurring themes, theoretical perspectives, empirical findings, and existing research gaps. As 

a result, the methodology provided a robust foundation for conceptual analysis and 

framework development (Page et al., 2021; Xiao & Watson, 2019). 
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The literature analyzed in this study consisted primarily of academic publications 

published between 2021 and 2026, ensuring that the findings reflected contemporary 

developments and current scholarly debates. Sources included peer-reviewed journal articles, 

academic books, book chapters, policy documents, conference proceedings, and reports from 

international organizations. Particular attention was given to publications addressing Islamic 

education in Europe, religious education, citizenship education, intercultural learning, digital 

pedagogy, artificial intelligence in education, educational policy, and human-centered 

learning. Major academic databases utilized during the literature search included Scopus, 

Web of Science, ERIC, SpringerLink, Taylor & Francis Online, ScienceDirect, Wiley Online 

Library, and Google Scholar. In addition, policy documents from UNESCO, OECD, the 

European Commission, and other international organizations were examined to provide 

broader contextual insights. The use of multiple sources enhanced both the breadth and depth 

of the analysis (UNESCO, 2023; OECD, 2023). 

To ensure the quality and relevance of the selected literature, a set of inclusion and 

exclusion criteria was established. Publications were included if they addressed themes 

directly related to Islamic education, educational innovation, digital transformation, 

citizenship education, identity formation, intercultural competence, educational leadership, 

curriculum development, or future educational trends within European contexts. Preference 

was given to peer-reviewed publications and studies appearing in internationally recognized 

journals. Sources that lacked scholarly rigor, methodological transparency, or direct 

relevance to the study's objectives were excluded from the analysis. Furthermore, 

publications that focused exclusively on theological issues without addressing educational 

dimensions were generally omitted unless they contributed significantly to understanding 

Islamic educational philosophy. This screening process ensured that the literature reviewed 

was academically robust and conceptually relevant (Booth et al., 2021; Snyder, 2019). 

The collected literature was analyzed using thematic content analysis, a qualitative 

analytical method widely employed in educational and social science research. The analysis 

began with repeated readings of the selected literature to gain familiarity with major 

concepts, arguments, and findings. Subsequently, key themes were identified and coded 

according to their relevance to the study’s objectives. Themes included Islamic educational 

philosophy, identity formation, citizenship education, intercultural learning, digital 

transformation, artificial intelligence, educational innovation, curriculum reform, teacher 

development, and human-centered education. Similar codes were grouped into broader 
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categories that reflected recurring patterns across the literature. Through this iterative 

process, the study identified major trends and conceptual relationships shaping the future of 

Islamic education in Europe. Thematic analysis was selected because of its flexibility and 

effectiveness in synthesizing large bodies of textual data while maintaining analytical depth 

(Braun & Clarke, 2022; Neuendorf, 2020). 

To enhance the validity and comprehensiveness of the findings, the study employed 

conceptual triangulation by integrating multiple theoretical perspectives. Specifically, the 

analysis drew upon Islamic educational philosophy, citizenship education theory, 

intercultural education theory, identity formation theory, twenty-first-century learning theory, 

digital pedagogy, and human-centered educational approaches. Conceptual triangulation is 

particularly valuable in studies examining multidimensional phenomena because it enables 

researchers to explore issues from different analytical viewpoints. Through this process, areas 

of convergence, complementarity, and tension among different theoretical traditions were 

identified. The integration of these perspectives facilitated a more nuanced understanding of 

the future challenges and opportunities facing Islamic education in Europe. Consequently, the 

study developed a richer and more comprehensive analytical framework than would have 

been possible through reliance on a single theoretical perspective (Creswell & Poth, 2018; 

Merriam & Tisdell, 2020). 

The final stage of the research involved the synthesis of findings into a conceptual 

model entitled “The European Islamic Education Transformation Framework 

(EIETF).” This framework represents the principal theoretical contribution of the study and 

emerged from the thematic integration of the literature. The framework combines Islamic 

educational philosophy with contemporary educational priorities such as citizenship 

development, intercultural competence, digital literacy, technological innovation, human-

centered learning, and social cohesion. Rather than conceptualizing Islamic education as 

existing in opposition to broader European educational developments, the framework views 

Islamic education as a dynamic and evolving educational tradition capable of contributing 

positively to contemporary societies. Through this synthesis, the study aims to provide a 

conceptual foundation for future research, educational policy development, and institutional 

innovation within Islamic education across Europe. The findings and discussion presented in 

the subsequent section are organized around this framework and its key dimensions 

(Berglund, 2023; Tan, 2023). 
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Findings and Discussion 

1. The Future of Islamic Education in Europe: Challenges, Opportunities, and Emerging 

Paradigms 

The analysis of contemporary literature indicates that Islamic education in Europe is 

entering a period of significant transformation characterized by increasing institutional 

maturity, educational diversification, and pedagogical innovation. Unlike earlier phases in 

which Islamic education primarily focused on preserving religious identity within minority 

contexts, contemporary institutions are increasingly concerned with preparing learners for 

participation in complex, multicultural, and technologically advanced societies. This 

transition reflects broader demographic, political, and educational developments occurring 

across Europe. Educational institutions are no longer expected solely to transmit religious 

knowledge but also to cultivate critical thinking, civic responsibility, intercultural 

competence, and digital literacy. Consequently, Islamic education is evolving from a 

primarily preservation-oriented model toward a more integrative and future-oriented 

paradigm. This shift represents one of the most important developments shaping the future of 

Islamic education in Europe (Berglund, 2023; Jackson, 2022). 

One of the most significant findings concerns the changing role of Islamic educational 

institutions in identity formation. Muslim youth in Europe frequently navigate multiple 

identities associated with religion, nationality, ethnicity, language, and culture. Educational 

institutions therefore serve as important spaces in which learners negotiate questions of 

belonging and self-understanding. The literature suggests that effective educational 

environments support the development of confident and inclusive identities that enable 

learners to participate actively in wider society while maintaining meaningful religious 

commitments. Such approaches challenge assumptions that strong religious identities 

necessarily conflict with social integration. Instead, identity formation and civic participation 

can be mutually reinforcing educational objectives. Consequently, future Islamic educational 

models are likely to place greater emphasis on identity development within pluralistic 

contexts (Franceschelli & O’Brien, 2022; Gearon, 2023). 

Another important finding relates to the growing integration of citizenship education 

into Islamic educational programs. Across Europe, educational institutions are increasingly 

expected to prepare learners for democratic participation and responsible citizenship. 

Research demonstrates that many Islamic schools actively incorporate citizenship-related 
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themes such as social responsibility, civic engagement, human rights, environmental 

stewardship, and community service into their curricula. These developments reflect broader 

efforts to align religious education with national educational priorities while maintaining 

distinct religious perspectives. Furthermore, the integration of citizenship education 

contributes to social cohesion by encouraging active participation in democratic societies. 

Therefore, citizenship education is likely to remain a central component of future Islamic 

educational paradigms (Meer, 2022; Moulin-Stożek, 2023). 

The findings also reveal that digital transformation is reshaping virtually every 

dimension of Islamic education in Europe. The proliferation of online learning platforms, 

digital educational resources, social media, and artificial intelligence has fundamentally 

altered how learners access and engage with religious knowledge. Digital technologies 

provide opportunities for increased accessibility, flexibility, and innovation. However, they 

also raise important questions concerning information quality, religious authority, digital 

ethics, and educational equity. Educational institutions must therefore develop strategies that 

enable learners to navigate digital environments critically and responsibly. As a result, digital 

literacy is emerging as a core educational competency within Islamic educational settings 

(UNESCO, 2023; Selwyn, 2024). 

Another significant finding concerns the growing importance of teacher 

professionalism and educational leadership. Research consistently indicates that the quality of 

educational reform depends heavily on the competence and preparedness of educators. 

Teachers in Islamic educational institutions increasingly require expertise in religious studies, 

pedagogy, intercultural communication, digital learning, and citizenship education. Similarly, 

educational leaders must be capable of managing institutional change while responding to 

evolving societal expectations. These demands highlight the need for comprehensive 

professional development programs tailored to the unique challenges facing Islamic 

education in Europe. Strengthening teacher education and leadership capacity will therefore 

be essential for future educational transformation (Berglund, 2023; Gearon, 2023). 

The literature further indicates that curriculum innovation represents a crucial area of 

development. Contemporary educational challenges require curricula that integrate religious 

literacy with scientific knowledge, digital competence, ethical reasoning, and global 

awareness. Many Islamic educational institutions are already experimenting with 

interdisciplinary curricular approaches that seek to connect religious teachings with 

contemporary social issues. Such innovations help learners apply religious principles to real-
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world contexts while fostering critical engagement with modern challenges. Consequently, 

curriculum integration is emerging as a defining characteristic of future educational reform 

within Islamic education across Europe (Tan, 2023; Jackson, 2022). 

The analysis further demonstrates that intercultural competence is becoming a 

fundamental objective of Islamic education in Europe. Contemporary European societies are 

characterized by increasing ethnic, cultural, linguistic, and religious diversity. Educational 

institutions are therefore expected to equip learners with the knowledge, attitudes, and skills 

necessary for constructive interaction across differences. Islamic educational traditions 

provide valuable resources for supporting intercultural engagement through concepts such as 

justice (‘adl), mercy (rahmah), human dignity (karāmah), and mutual understanding 

(ta‘āruf). Recent studies indicate that Islamic schools increasingly incorporate intercultural 

learning activities designed to promote dialogue, empathy, and respect for diversity. Such 

developments suggest that intercultural competence will become an increasingly important 

dimension of future Islamic educational paradigms (Merry, 2022; Berglund, 2023). 

The findings also reveal a growing shift toward learner-centered pedagogical 

approaches. Traditional instructional models frequently emphasized teacher authority and 

knowledge transmission. However, contemporary educational theories encourage active 

learning, collaboration, inquiry, and student participation. Research suggests that many 

Islamic educational institutions are gradually adopting pedagogical strategies that promote 

critical engagement rather than passive reception of information. These innovations include 

project-based learning, collaborative learning, inquiry-based instruction, and reflective 

practice. Such approaches align with both contemporary educational research and classical 

Islamic traditions of dialogue, questioning, and intellectual inquiry. Consequently, learner-

centered pedagogy represents an emerging paradigm within Islamic education in Europe 

(Biesta, 2022; Tan, 2023). 

Another major finding concerns the increasing significance of social-emotional 

learning and student well-being. Educational institutions are becoming more aware of the 

psychological, emotional, and social challenges facing young people in contemporary 

societies. Muslim youth may encounter additional challenges related to discrimination, 

identity negotiation, social exclusion, and public misconceptions regarding Islam. 

Educational environments that support emotional resilience, self-confidence, and positive 

relationships contribute significantly to student development and educational success. Islamic 

educational philosophy has traditionally emphasized balanced personal development and 
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moral well-being. Therefore, social-emotional learning is likely to become a more prominent 

component of future Islamic educational frameworks (OECD, 2023; Memon, 2021). 

The literature also highlights the growing influence of globalization on Islamic 

education. Global communication technologies, migration networks, and transnational 

educational exchanges have expanded opportunities for international collaboration. Islamic 

educational institutions increasingly participate in global discussions concerning curriculum 

reform, educational quality, digital innovation, and citizenship education. These 

developments enable the exchange of ideas and best practices across national boundaries. At 

the same time, globalization introduces new challenges related to cultural preservation, 

identity formation, and educational adaptation. Future educational models must therefore 

balance global engagement with local relevance and community needs (Jackson, 2022; 

Berglund, 2023). 

Artificial intelligence represents another emerging factor influencing the future of 

Islamic education. AI technologies can support personalized learning, adaptive assessment, 

language translation, administrative efficiency, and educational accessibility. Such tools may 

be particularly valuable for multilingual educational environments commonly found across 

Europe. Nevertheless, the literature emphasizes the need for ethical governance of AI within 

educational settings. Questions regarding transparency, privacy, bias, accountability, and 

human oversight remain highly significant. Islamic educational philosophy offers ethical 

principles that can guide responsible AI implementation. Consequently, AI is likely to 

become both an opportunity and a challenge for future educational development (Holmes et 

al., 2022; UNESCO, 2023). 

The findings further suggest that educational institutions are increasingly expected to 

contribute to social cohesion and democratic stability. Rising social polarization, 

misinformation, and political tensions have heightened concerns regarding community 

relations across Europe. Educational institutions therefore play an important role in fostering 

dialogue, civic responsibility, and mutual respect. Islamic schools are increasingly viewed not 

only as providers of religious education but also as contributors to broader societal objectives. 

Research indicates that many institutions actively promote values compatible with democratic 

participation and social responsibility. These developments challenge outdated assumptions 

regarding the role of religious education in pluralistic societies (Meer, 2022; Moulin-Stożek, 

2023). 
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Another important finding relates to the professionalization of Islamic educational 

institutions. Over the past decade, many schools and educational organizations have 

strengthened governance structures, quality assurance mechanisms, teacher training 

programs, and curriculum development processes. Such professionalization contributes to 

greater institutional credibility and educational effectiveness. Furthermore, professional 

standards facilitate constructive engagement with national education authorities and broader 

educational systems. Continued institutional development is therefore likely to remain a key 

priority in the coming years. This trend reflects the broader maturation of Islamic educational 

provision across Europe (Berglund, 2023; Schmid, 2022). 

The literature also points to the increasing importance of partnerships between Islamic 

educational institutions and wider society. Collaboration with universities, community 

organizations, governmental agencies, and international educational networks creates 

opportunities for innovation and resource sharing. Such partnerships can support teacher 

development, curriculum improvement, educational research, and community engagement. 

They also contribute to reducing social isolation and strengthening institutional legitimacy. 

Consequently, collaborative approaches are emerging as an important feature of future 

educational development. Educational institutions that establish strong external partnerships 

are likely to be better positioned to respond to changing educational environments (Jackson, 

2022; Berglund, 2023). 

Research further highlights the significance of ethical education in contemporary 

contexts. Technological innovation, digital communication, and globalization have generated 

complex ethical challenges that affect young people’s daily lives. Issues such as online 

behavior, misinformation, privacy, environmental responsibility, and social justice require 

thoughtful educational responses. Islamic educational traditions contain extensive ethical 

resources that can support the development of moral reasoning and responsible decision-

making. Future educational models will therefore need to integrate ethical education across 

multiple areas of learning rather than confining it to religious studies alone. Such integration 

is essential for preparing learners to navigate complex contemporary realities (Halstead, 

2022; UNESCO, 2023). 

The analysis also reveals growing interest in human-centered educational approaches. 

In contrast to purely instrumental models that prioritize economic outcomes and standardized 

performance indicators, human-centered education emphasizes holistic human development. 

Educational success is understood in terms of intellectual growth, ethical maturity, emotional 
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well-being, social responsibility, and meaningful participation in society. Islamic educational 

philosophy strongly supports these objectives through its emphasis on character development, 

moral formation, and human flourishing. Consequently, human-centered education offers a 

particularly promising framework for future Islamic pedagogical innovation (Biesta, 2022; 

Memon, 2021). 

The literature suggests that the future of Islamic education in Europe will increasingly 

depend on its ability to balance continuity and change. Educational institutions must preserve 

core religious values while simultaneously responding to evolving societal expectations and 

technological developments. This balancing process requires thoughtful leadership, 

curriculum innovation, pedagogical flexibility, and institutional adaptability. Research 

indicates that successful educational organizations are those capable of integrating tradition 

and innovation rather than viewing them as mutually exclusive alternatives. Such integration 

represents one of the defining challenges of future educational development (Sahin, 2020; 

Tan, 2023). 

Another emerging paradigm involves the concept of inclusive Islamic education. 

Contemporary scholars increasingly argue that educational institutions should be accessible 

and responsive to learners from diverse social, cultural, and educational backgrounds. 

Inclusive approaches recognize diversity as a resource rather than a problem. This 

perspective aligns with broader European educational priorities concerning equity, 

participation, and social justice. Islamic educational traditions similarly emphasize fairness, 

compassion, and equal human dignity. Therefore, inclusive education is likely to become an 

increasingly influential paradigm within future Islamic educational practice (Merry, 2022; 

Berglund, 2023). 

The findings additionally indicate that sustainability education is beginning to receive 

greater attention within Islamic educational contexts. Global environmental challenges have 

generated increased interest in educational approaches that promote environmental 

responsibility and sustainable development. Islamic teachings concerning stewardship 

(khilāfah), balance (mīzān), and responsibility toward creation provide important ethical 

foundations for sustainability education. Integrating environmental awareness into 

educational programs enables institutions to address contemporary global challenges while 

drawing upon Islamic ethical traditions. This area is likely to become more prominent in 

future curriculum development initiatives (UNESCO, 2023; Kamali, 2021). 
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The analysis reveals that emerging paradigms of Islamic education increasingly 

emphasize adaptability, innovation, and societal engagement. Rather than functioning solely 

as institutions for religious preservation, Islamic educational organizations are becoming 

active participants in broader educational, social, and technological transformations. This 

evolution reflects changing expectations among students, families, policymakers, and 

educators. Future success will depend on the ability of institutions to respond creatively to 

emerging opportunities while remaining grounded in enduring educational values. 

Consequently, adaptability and innovation are becoming defining characteristics of 

contemporary Islamic educational development (Berglund, 2023; Jackson, 2022). Overall, the 

findings indicate that Islamic education in Europe is entering a new phase characterized by 

institutional maturity, pedagogical innovation, technological engagement, intercultural 

dialogue, and human-centered educational priorities. While significant challenges remain, 

numerous opportunities exist for educational renewal and transformation. These 

developments point toward the emergence of a new educational paradigm capable of 

integrating Islamic educational traditions with the realities of contemporary European 

societies. Such a paradigm forms the basis of the proposed European Islamic Education 

Transformation Framework (EIETF), presented in the following section. 

Table 1. European Islamic Education Transformation Framework (EIETF) 

Key Dimension 
Current 
Challenge 

Emerging 
Opportunity 

Transformative 
Strategy 

Expected 
Outcome 

Religious 
Identity 

Identity 
fragmentation 

Positive identity 
development 

Reflective identity 
education 

Confident 
Muslim-European 
citizens 

Citizenship 
Education 

Social polarization Civic engagement 
Integrated 
citizenship 
curriculum 

Active democratic 
participation 

Digital 
Transformation 

Digital literacy gaps 
Technology-
enhanced learning 

Digital pedagogy 
integration 

Digitally 
competent 
learners 



Al-Husna: Jurnal Ilmiah Pendidikan Agama Islam 

Vol 2, No 1, January-June (2025), EISSN 3047-9118 

Available online at https://ojs-al-jami.my.id/index.php/Al-Husna/ 
 

35 
 

Key Dimension 
Current 
Challenge 

Emerging 
Opportunity 

Transformative 
Strategy 

Expected 
Outcome 

Artificial 
Intelligence 

Ethical concerns 
and bias 

Personalized 
learning 

Human-centered AI 
governance 

Ethical AI-
supported 
education 

Curriculum 
Development 

Knowledge 
fragmentation 

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

Integrated 
curriculum design 

Holistic 
understanding 

Teacher 
Development 

Limited 
professional 
capacity 

Continuous 
professional 
learning 

Specialized teacher 
education 

Innovative 
educators 

Intercultural 
Education 

Cultural 
misunderstanding 

Dialogue and 
inclusion 

Intercultural 
competence 
programs 

Social cohesion 

Ethical 
Education 

Moral complexity 
Character 
formation 

Values-based 
education 

Ethical decision-
makers 

Social-
Emotional 
Learning 

Mental health 
challenges 

Student well-
being 

Holistic educational 
support 

Resilient learners 

Global 
Engagement 

Global-local 
tensions 

International 
collaboration 

Global citizenship 
education 

Globally engaged 
graduates 

Sustainability 
Education 

Environmental 
challenges 

Ecological 
awareness 

Sustainability 
integration 

Environmentally 
responsible 
citizens 

Institutional 
Development 

Governance 
challenges 

Organizational 
maturity 

Professionalization 
initiatives 

Sustainable 
educational 
institutions 

The European Islamic Education Transformation Framework (EIETF) illustrates that 

the future development of Islamic education in Europe will be determined by its ability to 
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respond simultaneously to religious, educational, technological, and societal transformations. 

The framework demonstrates that contemporary challenges should not be viewed merely as 

obstacles but also as opportunities for educational innovation. Historically, Islamic education 

in Europe has often been discussed primarily in relation to issues of integration, identity, and 

religious accommodation. However, the findings indicate that the scope of Islamic education 

has expanded considerably, encompassing broader concerns such as digital literacy, 

citizenship education, ethical leadership, sustainability, and human-centered learning. This 

evolution reflects the growing institutional maturity of Islamic educational organizations 

across Europe. Consequently, future educational development requires a strategic and holistic 

approach that integrates multiple dimensions of educational transformation (Berglund, 2023; 

Jackson, 2022). 

One of the most important dimensions of the framework concerns identity formation. 

Muslim youth in Europe increasingly inhabit multicultural environments where religious, 

national, ethnic, and cultural identities intersect in complex ways. Earlier educational 

approaches often framed identity preservation and social integration as competing objectives. 

Contemporary research, however, suggests that these objectives can be mutually reinforcing 

when educational institutions promote inclusive and reflective identity development. Learners 

who possess strong and positive identities are often better equipped to engage confidently 

with wider society. Therefore, Islamic educational institutions should foster educational 

environments that encourage critical reflection, intercultural dialogue, and civic participation 

alongside religious literacy. Such approaches contribute to the development of confident 

Muslim-European citizens capable of navigating pluralistic social environments effectively 

(Franceschelli & O’Brien, 2022; Gearon, 2023). 

Citizenship education emerges as another critical component of future educational 

transformation. Contemporary European societies increasingly emphasize democratic 

participation, social responsibility, and civic engagement as essential educational outcomes. 

The framework suggests that Islamic education can make significant contributions to these 

objectives by drawing upon Islamic ethical principles such as justice (‘adl), consultation 

(shura), responsibility (amanah), and public welfare (maslahah). These values align closely 

with many principles underlying democratic citizenship. Recent studies indicate that Islamic 

schools are increasingly incorporating citizenship education into their curricula through 

community engagement projects, social service activities, and civic learning initiatives. 

Consequently, Islamic education should be understood as a potential contributor to 
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democratic participation rather than as an alternative to it (Meer, 2022; Moulin-Stożek, 

2023). 

Digital transformation constitutes another defining feature of the emerging 

educational landscape. The rapid expansion of digital technologies has fundamentally altered 

educational practices and learner experiences. Access to information is no longer restricted to 

formal educational institutions, and learners increasingly engage with diverse digital sources 

of knowledge. While these developments create significant educational opportunities, they 

also introduce challenges related to misinformation, digital dependency, online safety, and 

critical evaluation of information. The framework therefore emphasizes digital literacy as a 

core educational priority. Islamic educational institutions must equip learners with the 

competencies necessary to navigate digital environments responsibly while maintaining 

ethical awareness and critical thinking skills. Such competencies are indispensable for 

participation in contemporary knowledge societies (UNESCO, 2023; Selwyn, 2024). 

The growing influence of artificial intelligence represents one of the most significant 

opportunities and challenges facing education in the coming decades. AI technologies offer 

considerable potential for personalized learning, adaptive instruction, language support, and 

educational accessibility. Nevertheless, educational scholars consistently emphasize the 

importance of maintaining human oversight and ethical governance in AI implementation. 

Islamic educational philosophy provides valuable ethical principles that can guide responsible 

technological adoption. Concepts such as human dignity (karāmah), accountability 

(mas’uliyyah), justice (‘adl), and public benefit (maslahah) offer important frameworks for 

evaluating technological innovation. The framework therefore advocates a human-centered 

approach in which AI functions as a supportive educational tool rather than a substitute for 

human judgment, mentorship, and ethical guidance (Holmes et al., 2022; UNESCO, 2023). 

Curriculum development also occupies a central position within the framework. 

Traditional educational structures often separate religious knowledge from other academic 

disciplines, creating fragmented learning experiences. Contemporary educational challenges, 

however, require integrated approaches capable of addressing complex social, technological, 

environmental, and ethical issues. The findings suggest that future Islamic curricula should 

promote interdisciplinary learning by connecting religious teachings with contemporary 

realities. Such integration enables learners to apply Islamic ethical principles to practical 

challenges while developing broader intellectual competencies. Curriculum reform therefore 
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represents a crucial mechanism for ensuring the continued relevance of Islamic education in 

rapidly changing societies (Tan, 2023; Jackson, 2022). 

The framework further highlights the strategic importance of teacher development. 

Educational innovation ultimately depends upon educators who possess the knowledge, 

skills, and dispositions necessary to implement meaningful change. Teachers in Islamic 

educational institutions increasingly require expertise not only in religious studies but also in 

pedagogy, educational technology, intercultural communication, citizenship education, and 

student well-being. Professional development programs must therefore adopt 

interdisciplinary approaches that address these diverse competencies. Research consistently 

demonstrates that teacher quality is one of the strongest predictors of educational 

effectiveness. Consequently, investment in teacher education should be regarded as a 

foundational priority for future educational transformation (Gearon, 2023; Berglund, 2023). 

Intercultural education represents another key pillar of the framework. Contemporary 

European societies are characterized by increasing diversity, making intercultural competence 

an essential educational outcome. Educational institutions play a crucial role in fostering 

mutual understanding, reducing prejudice, and promoting social cohesion. Islamic 

educational traditions contain rich ethical resources that support intercultural engagement, 

including principles of respect, compassion, dialogue, and human dignity. By integrating 

these values into educational practice, Islamic institutions can contribute meaningfully to 

broader societal efforts aimed at strengthening inclusion and social harmony. Therefore, 

intercultural education should be viewed as both an educational necessity and an authentic 

expression of Islamic ethical commitments (Merry, 2022; Berglund, 2023). 

Another important insight emerging from the framework concerns the role of ethical 

education. Technological advancement, globalization, and social change have generated 

increasingly complex moral challenges that require thoughtful educational responses. Issues 

such as artificial intelligence, digital privacy, environmental sustainability, misinformation, 

and social justice demand sophisticated ethical reasoning. Islamic educational traditions have 

historically emphasized moral development as a central educational objective. The 

framework suggests that ethical education should not be confined to specific religious 

subjects but should instead permeate the entire educational experience. Such an approach 

enables learners to apply ethical principles across diverse contexts and challenges. This 

emphasis on ethical formation is likely to become increasingly important in future 

educational paradigms (Halstead, 2022; Memon, 2021). 
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The inclusion of social-emotional learning and sustainability education within the 

framework reflects broader shifts toward holistic and future-oriented educational models. 

Contemporary educational research increasingly recognizes that academic achievement alone 

is insufficient for preparing learners to thrive in complex societies. Students require 

emotional resilience, psychological well-being, environmental awareness, and social 

responsibility alongside intellectual competence. Islamic educational philosophy supports 

these objectives through its emphasis on balanced development, stewardship (khilāfah), and 

responsibility toward both humanity and the natural world. Integrating these dimensions into 

educational practice contributes to more comprehensive and meaningful learning experiences. 

Such holistic approaches are likely to become increasingly influential in future educational 

reforms (OECD, 2023; Kamali, 2021). 

Ultimately, the EIETF proposes a new paradigm for understanding the future of 

Islamic education in Europe. Rather than positioning Islamic education as existing on the 

margins of European educational systems, the framework conceptualizes it as an active 

participant in broader educational transformation. The novelty of the framework lies in its 

integration of Islamic educational philosophy, citizenship education, intercultural learning, 

digital transformation, artificial intelligence, sustainability, and human-centered pedagogy 

into a single conceptual model. This synthesis demonstrates that Islamic education possesses 

substantial intellectual and ethical resources for addressing contemporary educational 

challenges. By embracing innovation while remaining grounded in its foundational values, 

Islamic education can contribute significantly to the development of inclusive, ethical, and 

resilient societies. The framework therefore provides both a theoretical contribution to 

educational scholarship and a practical roadmap for future educational development across 

Europe. 
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Conclusion 

The findings of this study demonstrate that Islamic education in Europe is entering a 

transformative phase shaped by demographic change, cultural diversity, digitalization, 

globalization, and the growing demand for inclusive and human-centered educational models. 

Contemporary Islamic educational institutions are no longer limited to the preservation of 

religious identity but are increasingly expected to contribute to citizenship development, 

intercultural dialogue, ethical leadership, digital literacy, and social cohesion. The analysis 

reveals that the future sustainability and relevance of Islamic education will depend on its 

capacity to integrate foundational Islamic educational principles with contemporary 

educational innovations. Concepts such as ta‘lim, tarbiyah, and ta’dib continue to provide 

valuable philosophical foundations for addressing modern educational challenges while 

maintaining fidelity to Islamic ethical values. At the same time, emerging priorities such as 

digital competence, artificial intelligence governance, social-emotional learning, and global 

citizenship require significant pedagogical adaptation and institutional innovation. 

Consequently, the future of Islamic education in Europe should be understood not as a 

process of abandoning tradition but as a process of reinterpreting and revitalizing tradition 

within changing social realities. 

The study further concludes that the most promising future paradigm for Islamic 

education in Europe is an integrative model that combines religious formation, civic 

engagement, intercultural competence, technological literacy, and human flourishing. Such a 

model recognizes that Muslim learners must be prepared not only for participation within 

religious communities but also for active engagement within pluralistic democratic societies. 

The proposed European Islamic Education Transformation Framework (EIETF) illustrates 

how Islamic educational philosophy can be harmonized with contemporary educational 

priorities to support holistic learner development. Through this framework, Islamic education 

can contribute to the cultivation of ethically grounded, socially responsible, technologically 

competent, and globally aware citizens. Ultimately, the future success of Islamic education in 

Europe will depend upon its ability to balance continuity and change, preserving its ethical 

and spiritual foundations while embracing educational innovation and societal engagement. 

Such an approach positions Islamic education as an important contributor to both individual 

development and broader social cohesion within contemporary Europe. 

This study contributes to the literature on Islamic education by developing a 

comprehensive conceptual framework that integrates Islamic educational philosophy with 

contemporary European educational realities. While previous studies have often focused on 

specific issues such as identity formation, citizenship education, religious schooling, 

intercultural dialogue, or digital transformation, this research synthesizes these dimensions 

into a unified analytical model. The study demonstrates that the future of Islamic education in 

Europe cannot be adequately understood through isolated perspectives but requires a 

multidimensional framework that considers educational, social, technological, cultural, and 

ethical factors simultaneously. The study also contributes to educational theory by proposing 

that Islamic education should be conceptualized as a dynamic and adaptive educational 

tradition rather than a static religious institution. Through the development of the European 

Islamic Education Transformation Framework (EIETF), the research extends contemporary 

discussions on human-centered education, intercultural learning, and educational innovation 

by incorporating Islamic educational concepts such as ta‘lim, tarbiyah, ta’dib, maslahah, and 

karāmah. This theoretical synthesis provides a new lens for understanding how Islamic 

educational institutions can contribute positively to pluralistic democratic societies while 

maintaining their distinctive educational identities. 
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