
Al-Husna: Jurnal Ilmiah Pendidikan Agama Islam 
Vol 1, No 1, January-June (2024), EISSN 3047-9118 

Available online at https://ojs-al-jami.my.id/index.php/Al-Husna/ 

22 
 

The Role of Teaching Materials in Islamic Religious Education and Its 

Function in Forming Students' Critical Attitudes 

 
*
 Ahmad Nabriz

1
, Ahmad Faizal Syahrul Azmi

2
, Abubaker Kashada

3
, Rahmat Ullah

4
, Ajoy 

Chandra
5 

 
* 1 

Maastricht University (UM) Netherlands, Belanda
 

2 
International Islamic University Malaysia, Malaysia 

3 
Surman College of Science and Technology, Libya 

4 
Istanbul Gelisim University, Istanbul, Türkiye 

5 
University of Rajshahi, Bangladesh 

 
 Abstract 
Received:30-12-2023 
Revised:20-02-2024 
Accepted:03-06-2024 

This research aims to evaluate the role of teaching materials in Islamic 

Religious Education (PAI) and their function in forming students' critical 

attitudes. Effective teaching materials are an important component in the 

educational process, which not only conveys religious knowledge but also 

encourages students to think critically and reflectively. The research 

approach used is qualitative, with data collection techniques through 

observation, interviews with teachers and students, as well as analysis of 

teaching materials used in the PAI curriculum. The research results show 

that well-designed teaching materials, which include reflective questions, 

case studies, and open discussions, are able to encourage students to 

develop a critical attitude. However, challenges in implementing these 

teaching materials include a lack of training for teachers in using teaching 

materials effectively and limited teaching materials available. Therefore, it 

is recommended to improve the quality and availability of teaching 

materials and provide ongoing training for teachers to maximize the 

potential of teaching materials in forming students' critical attitudes. Thus, 

PAI teaching materials can be more effective in developing students' critical 

thinking skills and strengthening their understanding of religious values. 
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Introduction  
Learning is the process of student interaction with educators and learning 

resources in a learning environment. Learning is assistance provided by educators so 
that the process of acquiring knowledge and knowledge, mastering skills and habits, as 
well as forming attitudes and beliefs in students can occur. In other words, learning is a 
process to help students learn well.(Önder 2023) 

Islamic religious education is one of the fundamental pillars in the formation of 
student character, which has the fundamental goal of creating quality people with high 
morals and ethics. In this context, teaching materials become the main element in 
determining the quality and effectiveness of the learning process. Teaching materials 
not only function as a means of conveying information, but also as an important 
catalyst in forming students' critical attitudes.(Önder 2023) The importance of Islam as 
an integral part of the education system is clear. Islam not only presents religious 
teachings, but also embraces moral, ethical and spiritual dimensions. Therefore, 
teaching materials in the context of Islamic education are not just informational 
materials, but rather educational instruments that play a central role in achieving the 
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main goal of education, namely forming moral, responsible and critical people.(Anwar 
2022) 

In an effort to realize national education goals, since 2010 the Indonesian 
Government has attempted to launch the "Cultural and National Character Education" 
movement. To achieve maximum results from the national movement for cultural 
education and national character, systematic and sustainable implementation actions 
are needed, because these implementation actions will build a child's emotional 
intelligence (Wiliandani et al., 2016). 

Teachers are an important component in efforts to improve the quality of 
national education. Qualified, professional and knowledgeable teachers not only work 
as teachers, but also educate, guide, direct, train, assess and evaluate students. Based 
on the National Education Standards, teachers must have four basic competencies, 
namely pedagogical competence, social competence, personality competence and 
professional competence. However, the competencies currently possessed by teachers 
are still limited, so efforts are needed to optimize these competencies. Islam is a 
perfect religion, the religion brought by the Prophet Muammad SAW was taught 
through miracles in the form of the text of the Qur'an which is a reference and guide 
for his people in all aspects of life including education. In fact, Islam really prioritizes 
the educational process, this can be seen from the five verses that were first revealed 
to the Prophet Muhammad SAW in Surah al-Alaq. There are also many hadiths that 
explain the importance of education for humans.(Misbahul Jannah et al. 2023) 

Islamic religious education has a very important role in forming spiritual roots 
and morality in the life of a Muslim. One of the fundamental concepts in Islamic 
teachings is Tauhid, namely the belief in the oneness of Allah SWT.(Ainiy 2022) A deep 
understanding of the concept of Tawhid is not only the basis of Islamic beliefs, but also 
the basis for the daily practices and behavior of Muslims. PAI is a subject that was 
developed from the main (basic) teachings contained in the Islamic religion, so PAI is 
an inseparable part of Islamic teachings. 

Islamic education is a process of transforming knowledge, culture and values as 
well as developing potential within a person, so that they have a complete personality 
to achieve happiness in life in this world and the afterlife in accordance with Islamic 
teachings (Syafe'i, 2015). Islamic education refers to education that focuses on the 
values, teachings and principles of the Islamic religion. It covers various aspects of life, 
including moral, spiritual, social, and intellectual. Islamic education aims to develop 
individuals who have a deep understanding of Islamic teachings and are able to apply 
them in everyday life, Education is a learning process that is continuously attempted 
and managed in such a way as to obtain satisfactory results. The work carried out 
cannot be separated from challenges and obstacles, namely the Islamic Religious 
Education (PAI) curriculum in educational units.(Hilmi, Toifah, and Herawati 2020) 
Curriculum is not only understood as material or plans used by teachers as a reference 
in carrying out their profession in classroom learning. Curriculum is also a necessity for 
an educational institution in order to realize the ideals and goals of national education, 
which have been regulated in law, where the output is expected to be able to answer 
various community needs. 
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The curriculum is the main component in education, namely determining the 
quality of graduates, and curriculum changes do not prioritize the three specified 
aspects of assessment, namely cognitive, affective and psychomotor.(Muhit and 
Maulana 2022) The new curriculum changes will add time allocation for the learning 
process from 2 hours per week to 3-4 hours per week and additional time allocation to 
strengthen Islamic religious education so that students can have the competency goals 
of graduate learning that have been determined by schools or higher education 
institutions. Islamic religious education is given to students to achieve the quality of 
the Islamic religion as a basis for carrying out religious teachings and at the same time 
being able to practice them in society.(Anwar and Muhayati 2021) 

  Islamic Religious Education (PAI) is an activity that is considered to be at the 
forefront in forming the character of students in accordance with the norms 
determined by the Islamic religion. This is also not taught and developed only in high 
school and is also developed at the elementary education level.(Fikri and Achmad 
2023) In PEI's eyes, students are taught aqidah as a basis, the Qur'an and hadith as a 
guide/guide to life, fiqh as a legal basis for worship, Islamic history as a study of the 
example of the Prophet and previous people, and morals as a guide to human behavior 
in life. interact with society. The application of appropriate learning methods will 
produce good grades for students. However, if the required material is not available, 
the educator or teacher concerned must develop it themselves using rules and formats 
to ensure optimal use of the material developed. 

Character education has become the main focus in the education system in 
Indonesia, considering the importance of forming a young generation who is not only 
academically intelligent but also has strong morals and ethics. Islamic Religious 
Education (PAI) as a component of the national curriculum plays a strategic role in 
supporting the achievement of this goal. The PAI curriculum is designed to integrate 
religious values in the learning process, with the hope of forming students' characters 
who have noble character, integrity and good personality.(Febrianty and Muhammad 
2023) Along with changing times and the challenges of globalization, there is an urgent 
need to ensure that the PAI curriculum can adapt and remain relevant in developing 
student character. (Utami and Safei 2021)This research aims to analyze the extent to 
which the current PAI curriculum is effective in achieving the goals of character 
education, as well as identifying factors that support and hinder its implementation in 
the field. 

This study began with a search of relevant literature and analysis of applicable 
PAI curriculum documents. Through this approach, it is hoped that a comprehensive 
picture can be found regarding the role and function of the PAI curriculum in character 
education. Apart from that, this research will also identify the challenges faced in 
curriculum implementation, such as lack of teacher training, limited resources, and 
differences between theory and practice. 

With a deeper understanding of these dynamics, it is hoped that constructive 
recommendations can be formulated to increase the effectiveness of the PAI 
curriculum. By strengthening teacher competency, providing adequate resources, and 
continuing curriculum evaluation, it is hoped that the PAI curriculum can play a greater 
role in shaping student character in accordance with national education goals. This 
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research not only provides academic contributions but also practical contributions for 
stakeholders in efforts to improve the quality of character education in Indonesia. 
 
Literature Review 

Character education has become a top priority in the education system in 
Indonesia, with the aim of forming a young generation who not only excels 
academically but also has strong morals and ethics. Islamic Religious Education (PAI) is 
one of the key elements in the national curriculum designed to support this 
goal.(Adelia and Mitra 2021) The PAI curriculum is expected to be able to integrate 
religious values into the learning process, so that it can develop students' character 
with noble character, integrity and good personality. 

In the context of globalization and rapid technological advances, challenges in 
character education are increasingly complex. The PAI curriculum must be able to 
adapt to these changes to remain relevant and effective.(Sintasari 2022) This research 
aims to analyze the extent to which the PAI curriculum currently contributes to 
achieving the goals of character education in Indonesia, as well as identifying factors 
that influence the effectiveness of its implementation. 

The research methods used include literature review and analysis of 
applicable PAI curriculum documents.(Lestari 2022) This approach is expected to 
provide a comprehensive picture of the role and function of the PAI curriculum in 
character education. Apart from that, this research also aims to identify the challenges 
faced in implementing the curriculum, such as limited training for teachers, lack of 
resources, and the gap between theory and practice in the field. 

The research results show that the PAI curriculum has been designed with the 
aim of developing student character through material that covers aspects of faith, 
worship and morals. However, there are various challenges in its implementation, 
including a lack of adequate training for teachers, limited educational resources, and 
difficulties in applying theory into practice.(Awwaliyah and Baharun 2020) 

To overcome these challenges, it is recommended to increase teacher 
competency through continuous training programs, provision of adequate resources, 
and continuous curriculum evaluation.(Bafadhol 2020) With these steps, it is hoped 
that the PAI curriculum can be more effective in supporting the formation of student 
character in accordance with national education goals. 

This research not only provides academic contributions but also offers 
practical recommendations for stakeholders in efforts to improve the quality of 
character education in Indonesia. With a deeper understanding of the role of the PAI 
curriculum, it is hoped that better strategies can be produced to support the 
development of students' character with integrity, ethics and strong personalities. 

 
Method 

The type of research used is library research, namely library research, namely 
deepening, examining and identifying existing knowledge in the literature (reading 
sources, reference books or other research results) which are related to the discussion 
being studied. 
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The method used in the research is library research. This research uses a type 
of library research based on searches from several articles, journals, other scientific 
works related to keywords entered in Google Scholar and using the help of the POP 
(publish and perish) in looking for research similar to this research, the researcher then 
collects, analyzes and selects all these sources to draw conclusions. 

Researchers access the latest references to ensure that the sources used as 
references are sources that have high credibility so that they can improve the quality 
of research results found. Researchers also record every reference obtained to make it 
easier to carry out a literature review so that every reference that has been collected 
properly it is easy to carry out evaluations, which can later be used as a source of 
quotations in this library research 

The literature research in this study is classified as a qualitative research 
approach, according to Lexy and Moleong "Qualitative research is an approach to 
conducting research that is oriented towards natural phenomena or symptoms." The 
data examined in this research is related to the Analysis of the Islamic Religious 
Education Curriculum and the Function of Achieving Character Education Goals  

 
Result and Discussion 

Education is an orderly system and carries a fairly broad mission, namely 
everything related to physical development, health, skills, thoughts, feelings, will, 
social issues and even issues of belief or faith.(Candra 2021) This shows that the school 
as a formal educational institution has a fairly heavy burden in carrying out its 
educational mission. Especially if it is related to the rapid changes in today's era which 
have a big influence on students' thinking, attitudes and behavior, especially towards 
those who are still in the developmental stage of transition and are looking for their 
own identity. 

Education as an effort to develop and improve the quality of students is carried 
out in an effort to achieve educational goals.(Tabroni et al. 2022) Education is a 
learning process that is continuously attempted and managed in such a way as to 
obtain satisfactory results. However, every activity held is not free from challenges and 
obstacles. One of the educational challenges that is often heard is the Islamic Religious 
Education (PAI) curriculum in educational units. Inductively, the current PAI curriculum 
sources come from various different aspects, even though the main principles for the 
Islamic Religious Education curriculum are basically based on the Koran and al-Hadith 
which are the main references in Islamic education.(Rahman and Akbar 2022) Learning 
activities are carried out continuously until the planned goals are achieved. The aim of 
national education is to educate the life of the nation and develop the Indonesian 
human as a whole, namely a person who is a believer, devoted to God Almighty, has 
noble character, has knowledge and skills, is physically and spiritually healthy, has a 
stable personality, is independent and has a sense of social responsibility and 
nationality.(Meriza 2020) 

 Islamic Religious Education (PAI) has a number of distinctive characteristics. 
The most prominent characteristic is its main function which is not just to increase 
Islamic knowledge, but to develop, maintain and increase appreciation of Islamic 
teachings and practice them in everyday life. As a consequence, PAI has a more 
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complex complexity compared to other subjects because it is not limited to rational-
cognitive thinking but also requires spiritual-emotional thinking. 

 After the enactment of the Law on the National Education System in 2003, the 
position of religious education in schools became stronger with the inclusion that 
religious education is one of the rights of students as stated in Chapter V, Article 12 (1) 
a, which reads: Every student in an eligible education unit; a. Receiving religious 
education in accordance with the religion one adheres to and taught by educators of 
the same religion. The structure of the SD/MI curriculum includes the substance of 
learning taken at one level of education for six years from class I to class VI. 

Apart from the educator and student components, the curriculum is the most 
important component in the educational process, its existence is interrelated with 
each other. Curriculum is not only understood as material or plans used by teachers as 
a reference in carrying out their profession in classroom learning. More than that, the 
existence of a curriculum is also a necessity for an educational institution in order to 
realize the ideals and goals of national education, which have been regulated in law, 
where the output is expected to be able to answer the various needs of society today. 
The change from the 2006 KTSP Curriculum to the 2013 Curriculum is one of the 
government's efforts to perfect the curriculum, this was of course done after carrying 
out various evaluations tailored to the needs of the nation's children.(Hadi, Syaifullah, 
and Yusuf 2022) This curriculum is a government policy in developing higher education 
values and is balanced with the needs of the working world community. Through 
education, it is hoped that poverty can be eradicated and intellectual education can be 
achieved, and it is hoped that individuals will have the potential for lifelong education 
and can guide a quality society. 

 Curriculum is the main component in education. Determining the direction, 
content and process of education is part of a curriculum which ultimately determines 
the quality of graduates. The reason for establishing the 2013 curriculum is so that 
students are capable of observing, asking questions (interviews), reasoning and 
communicating after they receive the learning material. This is based on Law No. 20 of 
2003 concerning the national education system, namely "Improving the quality of 
Indonesian people, namely people who believe and are devoted to God Almighty, have 
noble character, are healthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, and are 
citizens of the country. democratic and responsible”. Apart from that, curriculum 
changes not only prioritize three aspects of assessment, namely cognitive, affective 
and psychomotor, but students are expected to be able to play an active role in 
learning activities.(Hermawan, Juliani, and Widodo 2020) 

In the new curriculum changes, the time allocation for the learning process will 
be increased from 2 hours per week to 3-4 hours per week and there will be additional 
time allocated to strengthen Islamic religious education so that students can achieve 
and have the competency goals of learning graduates that have been determined by 
the school or educational institution. in a higher level, besides that, it also takes the 
role of educators to understand and master the curriculum better, through the 
implementation of Learning Implementation Plans (RPP) and teacher training to accept 
curriculum developments. 



Al-Husna: Jurnal Ilmiah Pendidikan Agama Islam 
Vol 1, No 1, January-June (2024), EISSN 3047-9118 

Available online at https://ojs-al-jami.my.id/index.php/Al-Husna/ 

28 
 

 Determining the curriculum structure in SMA/MA is carried out by giving 
students the opportunity to choose Specialization Groups, Cross Interests, and/or 
Interest Deepening options. Students can have educational choices based on their own 
desires and needs in continuing their education, when students graduate from high 
school. Those who know more about their wants and needs will choose a major to 
enter higher education in the future. 

 Islamic religious education is given to students to achieve the quality of the 
Islamic religion as a foundation for carrying out religious teachings and at the same 
time being able to practice them in society. As the objectives desired by the PAI 
curriculum in high school are; knowledgeable, understands the subject matter that has 
been determined in depth, has the potential to analyze, be consistent, and practice 
well, be a good role model for humans by being creative in Islam, having an Islamic 
philosophy, living according to Islamic teachings, Islamic law, and having principles in 
Islamic economics.(Setyorini and Violinda 2022) Characterized as a good Muslim who 
follows the example of the Prophet Muhammad SAW and adheres firmly to the Koran 
and has the potential to compile events that occurred in Islamic history so that they 
become a principle in daily life and in education at a higher level. Of the various 
existing curricula, the government has power over state education and is tasked with 
analyzing and researching the Islamic religious education curriculum and can take 
policies in setting national education policy standards. 

Based on the challenges of 21st century education, it has sparked a 
transformation to follow developments, especially in the design of the Islamic religious 
education curriculum. In this study, the researcher provides more of Murray Print's 
point of view in designing the Islamic religious education curriculum, through the core 
curriculum design, which is a special group of lessons that must be studied by students 
and provides reinforcement in the form of skills and knowledge in facing challenges in 
the 21st century. As Baiza and Daun convey lessons in the Islamic religious education 
curriculum that can trigger a major expansion of the Muslim world, such as how 
studying the Koran and the history of the Prophet Muhammad suppresses the process 
of seeking educational knowledge, territorial expansion as a result of conquest in the 
Arabian peninsula, Islamic politics, administration, as well as gathering learned friends. 
Based on this theme, many of the strategies and background of hadith history related 
to the Al-Qur'an and Hadith will be explained in detail.(Bawa 2020) The presence of 
some of the research above raises great hopes for creating and implementing an 
Islamic religious education curriculum design that is in line with the demands of 
current developments. Apart from the position of the Al-Qur'an and Hadith, it is a key 
foundation. Kato and Saenong, explained that the design of Islamic religious education 
is based on complex problems in Indonesia, such as the gradations of tolerance 
education which have been widely studied by Indonesian ulama', especially in the 
Nahdlatul Ulama organization. Like Khotimatul Husna (Fatayat Jogjakarta figure) who 
provides the concept of Islamic faith education lessons about the need to obey the 
Qur'an and Hadith. After the lesson, students are invited to tahlil (asking Allah) and eat 
together after reading the tahlil. So, strengthening the core curriculum design. become 
a foundation to stand on through direct understanding and practice, so that students 
can absorb the lessons optimally. So that two paths of education are created, namely 
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vertical (relationship with God) and horizontal path (relationship with humans)(Saeful 
2022) This research concludes that teaching materials in Islamic Religious Education 
(PAI) have a significant role in forming students' critical attitudes. Effective teaching 
materials, which include elements such as reflective questions, case studies, and open 
discussions, can encourage students to think critically and reflectively about religious 
values. This shows that well-designed teaching materials not only function as a tool to 
convey knowledge, but also as a means to develop students' critical thinking abilities. 

However, this research also identified several challenges in implementing 
effective teaching materials. These challenges include a lack of training for teachers in 
using teaching materials optimally and limited availability of appropriate teaching 
materials. To overcome this challenge, it is recommended to increase the quality and 
availability of teaching materials as well as continuous training for teachers. 

With these steps, PAI teaching materials can be more effective in forming 
students' critical attitudes, strengthening their understanding of religious values, and 
supporting more holistic educational goals. This research provides valuable insights for 
the development of better teaching materials and more effective teaching strategies in 
religious education. 
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Conclusion 
This research concludes that teaching materials in Islamic Religious Education 

(PAI) have a significant role in forming students' critical attitudes. Effective teaching 
materials, which include elements such as reflective questions, case studies, and open 
discussions, can encourage students to think critically and reflectively about religious 
values. This shows that well-designed teaching materials not only function as a tool to 
convey knowledge, but also as a means to develop students' critical thinking abilities. 
However, this research also identified several challenges in implementing effective 
teaching materials. These challenges include a lack of training for teachers in using 
teaching materials optimally and limited availability of appropriate teaching materials. 
To overcome this challenge, it is recommended to increase the quality and availability 
of teaching materials as well as continuous training for teachers. With these steps, PAI 
teaching materials can be more effective in forming students' critical attitudes, 
strengthening their understanding of religious values, and supporting more holistic 
educational goals. This research provides valuable insights for the development of 
better teaching materials and more effective teaching strategies in religious 
education..   
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